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A Note From Andrea Evans, CEO
Our Social Workers Provide Care to VTR 

We Love The Teens
Mario and Saige Cabrera, Resource Family 

This month we celebrate our wonderful staff of Social Workers. 
Their dedication and love for their work continues to be an 
inspiration.  It is through our Social Workers that we continue 
providing quality service to our children, youth, and families 
because they have a strong desire to help people and to make 
our communities, our nation, and our world a better place to live.

From the Ranch to our Foster Family Agency the VTR Social 
Workers empower the people we care for, giving them the skills, 
knowledge, resources, and encouragement they need to 
overcome life’s challenges, or to help them navigate 
circumstances toward achieving their goals.

If you have ever considered helping a child or teen through 
becoming a Resource Family or becoming a monthly sponsor, 
please contact us for more information at 559-437-1144 or 
ffa@valleyteenranch.org.

Happy St. Patrick's Day and for those of you entering into Lent, 
our prayers are with you.

“I became a Social Worker to be a part of 
something bigger than me. I always knew I 
wanted to give back, as that is where my true 
satisfaction comes from. While us as Social 
Workers are passionate about our Resource 
Families and love what we’re doing, it is truly 
our families who are the true heroes and we 
only hope we can strive to support and inspire 
them, as we are constantly in awe of the work 
they’re doing for our kiddos. It’s a team effort 
and while it is nice to be appreciated, we
couldn’t be doing what we’re doing or be who 
we are without their efforts and hearts.” 
 

 -Kimmie Meleski, FFA Social Worker Supervisor

"We chose VTR because it had 
Christian values and we needed 
the support of a private agency. 
Jennifer Moore, SW helped us 
at that time and I could tell she 
was there for all the right 
reasons. She was super 
organized and very attentive. 

Quotes

Three years ago Mario and Saige decided to 
become a VTR Resource Family for foster care, 
with the goal to adopt. They began their 
journey with foster care fostering a teen mom 
first, then several various age children after that,
and realized they had a heart for the teens. 

"Why? Sometimes I ask myself this same 
question. Short answer? God. It’s hard to explain 
the calling, but this is what we are called to do. 
These teens need to know that they are loved 
and cared for no matter what. There is such a 
great need for Resource Families, especially for 
teens" Saige said.

"I’ve learned a lot of people who haven’t fostered are 
understandably afraid to provide foster care for various reasons 
whether it’s fear for their other children’s safety or getting too 
attached. I agree, It is not for everyone. And those feelings are 
valid, but these are children we are talking about; every child is 
different. And attachment is necessary! Most have never had that.  
Even after we swear we won’t, we do it again and again. Why? 
Because these kids/teens NEED to be loved too much, to belong 
somewhere no matter how long or short of a time. They need to 
be in a safe, stable environment to heal. Even if it breaks us. It is 
hard but I promise you will be okay. After the first kiddo we 
thought, we will never do this again! You grieve hard, but the love 
they need outweighs the pain you go through", said Saige.

The Cabrera's have a dream for the future. They eventually want 
to help teen moms by providing a type of group home. That is 
where their heart is. In the meantime, we are fortunate to have 
them as a Resource Family with VTR!  The Cabrera's said "We 
would NOT be able to do this without the support of our amazing 
social workers from VTR, specifically Jennifer Moore, Cheyanne 
Palleres, and Kimmie Meleski!"

Also, there was always a social worker at VTR 
to support us when we had a placement day 
or night."   

 -Mario and Saige Cabrera, Resource Family

The Cabrera's with 
their son victor, and 
their first placement 
4 years ago, Leslie 
and her daughter 
Jennica.  
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The Ray of Hope fund is
dedicated to the children and
youth and directly support
program services. Give online
at valleyteenranch.org

Text "GIVE2VTR" to 73256

To give using your mobile
device. This number will never
send unsolicited texts to you. To
cancel further messages, text
STOP. If you need assistance
with text giving, text HELP.
Standard text message and data
rates may apply.

2610 W. Shaw Ln., Ste 105
Fresno CA 93711-2775

Return Service Requested

Name: ______________________________

Organization: ________________________

Address: ____________________________

City: __________________State: ________ 

Zip: ______________ Tel: ______________  

Cell: _____________ Other: ____________

Email: ______________________________

Please make donations payable to Valley Teen Ranch
 

2610 W. Shaw Ln., Ste 105
Fresno CA 93711-2775
Tel: 559-437-1144
valleyteenranch.org

CHARITABLE 

CONTRIBUTION

NOTE: _________________________________

 Total enclosed $__________

The Ranch for Repair/New Equipment

Change of address

Change of email address

Ray of Hope Fund

Other: _______________________

______________________________

The Foster Family Agency

For in-kind donations like gift cards, mail to our
office or contact Charise Hansen at 559-288-1003 or
charise.hansen@valleyteenranch.org

This will take
you to our
giving portal

Ask your place of work to allow us to write a short 
article for their employee newsletter
Employers can support Foster Care in other ways, like 
an employee campaign for Foster Children and Youth. 
They could collect funding for Foster Scholarships, 
winter and summer programs, or educational resources 
for families

Share information on becoming a VTR Resource Family 
with your faith community/school
Invite us to speak or present to your congregation, 
ministry group, or school parent gatherings

SOMEONE YOU KNOW THAT MAY BE INTERESTED
We can give you information about becoming a VTR
Resource Family to pass on to others that may be 
interested. Or you can send them our website at 
valleyteenranch.org.  Or email ffa@valleyteenranch.org

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT

YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY OR SCHOOL

WISH LIST Resource Family Help
We have been in great need this year for new yard 
equipment such as a ride-on lawnmower and push 
mowers at the Ranch. We also have some other 
repairs that are needed for our washer and dryers 
etc.  If you can donate for these repairs and 
equipment, please send your gift in checking the 
box below, or give online, and choose the Ranch.

If you have ever considered helping our fundraising 
efforts for VTR, we have meetings once a month. We 
collect items for our Annual Online Auction and more. 

If you are interested please email me at 
charise.hansen@valleyteenranch.org.   

Thank you!

VTR 35th Anniversary 
Committee Members Wanted


